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The 2025 CENTLEC Career Expo kicked off on the 
24th July 2025, in Bloemfontein at Motheo Artisan 
Academy with, some of the vibrant secondary 
schools in attendance. 

The event was a collaborative effort between 
CENTLEC, government departments, state 
agencies, and private sector institutions namely 
Departments of Basic Education, the Premiers’ 
Office, Motheo TVET College, Central University of 
Technology,  HWSETA, LGSETA, Services Seta, 
TETA, Vaal Central, Coca Cola, Interstate Bus line, 
Motheo FM, CTU, Metropolitan, Liberty, SANLAM, 
Old  Mutual, and Seeder Invest.

Five (5) local high schools, Tsoseletso, Legae, St. 
Bernard, Hodisa and CommTech proudly took part 
in the event, bringing more than 1500 learners 
together in one place.
 
The event aimed at grade 9 learners, provided an 
opportunity for information sharing and clarity 
seeking platforms for learners and educators on 
the diverse careers available in various sectors.

In his welcome speech, the Acting Campus 
Manager at Motheo Artisan Academy, Mr. Peter 
Makae, showed his gratitude towards CENTLEC 
and its officials for making an effort to hosting the 
event. 

“I would like to thank CENTLEC, not only for 
providing  electricity but to enlighten a line of 
thinking to host this event. We applaud CENTLEC 
for this initiative and invite other companies like 
Transnet to get involved in this kind of  initiative” 
said Makae.

He went on further to say that the involvement of 
the grade 9 learners in this initiative is well 
received. Makae shared his own individual 
experiences gained from travelling abroad on how 
other countries like Germany and China are 
progressing.

“It was going to be a futile exercise to bring grade 
12 learners to this Expo. It would be too late as they 
have already chosen their career paths. Grade 9 
learners, you must consider yourselves lucky. Had 
I known about Artisanship a long time ago, I would 
have become one. 30 years ago, China was 
extremely poor, today China is one of the best 
economies in the world. The Cellular phone 
gadgets that we are using including mine all come 
from China. We must start moving to a new era 
where students spend at least 30% in the 
classroom and the rest in a practical world. Thats 
what they do in China”, added Makae.
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MC of the 2025 Career Expo, Mr Gert Fourie, addressing the attendandees

Partnership Manager, Motheo TVET NADA, Mr P. Makae, delivering
his speech at the 2025 Career Expo. 
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The Chief Executive Officer of CENTLEC, Mr. 
Malefane Sekoboto, was expected to deliver a 
keynote address at the Career EXPO, however, 
due to other pressing matters he could not attend. 
Speaking through the mouth of Mr. Teboho Nkala, 
General Manager: Strategic Support in the office of 
the CEO, Mr. Sekoboto acknowledged the 
presence of all learners who came in numbers to 
the event as well the various partners who made a 
significant contribution towards ensuring a 
successful event. 

“What an incredible sight to behold. Over five 
schools, filled with the brightest young minds in 
Mangaung and beyond, gathered here today. 
Welcome to the Centlec Career Expo, a beacon of 
opportunity proudly presented by CENTLEC in 
profound partnership with a formidable alliance of 
stakeholders” said Sekoboto.

 As a developing state, South Africa find itself short 
of Artisans which pose a huge challenge in growing 
the economy and eradicate unemployment. 
Increasing the number of qualified artisans is 
crucial for stimulating economic growth, particularly 
in South Africa where there is a significant skills 
gap.

Sekoboto encouraged learners to actively engage 
with exhibitors and explore different career paths, 
consider their interests and skills, and network with 
professionals. “Today, you have the unparalleled 
opportunity to engage with representatives from 
various industries and educational institutions. Ask 
questions, gather information, and begin to 
envision your place in shaping the future. This expo 
is your launchpad, he said.”

There are plans to roll out these expos to reach 
more areas and ensuring that every young South 
African could explore their potential and contribute 
to our nation's growth.

Learners from the participating schools attentively listening during 
the 2025 Career Expo. 

Communications Manager, Mr Tseliso Leba and Quality Assurer: Training & Development
Centre, Mr Ashley Kayser, informing the kids at the CENTLEC stall at the 2025 Career Expo.

General Manager: Strategic Support, Mr Teboho Nkala,
speaking at the 2025 Career Expo.

“As you look around, you would realize that we are 
supported by the esteemed Motheo TVET College, 
Interstate Bus Line, Central University of 
Technology (CUT), Liberty, Metropolitan, Sanlam, 
CTU, the Free State Government with the vital 
backing of the Department of Education, 
Coca-Cola, Motheo FM, Old Mutual, LGSETA, Vaal 
Central, Health and Welfare Sector Education and 
Training Authority, Service Seta, Transport 
Education Training Authority, and so many more,” 
he said.

Mr. Sekoboto acknowledged the impact and 
contribution of other fields such as Human 
Resources and Financial Management in 
developing and empowering the workforce, as well 
as ensuring that organisations are in a good 
financial state and that every cent is accounted for.


