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MEDIA STATEMENT: TWO MEN SENTENCED TO TEN (10) YEARS AND SIX (6) 

MONTHS IN PRISON FOR THEFT, VANDALISM AND VIOLATION OF SOUTH 

AFRICAN IMMIGRATION LAWS BY THE BLOEMFONTEIN MAGISTRATE COURT. 

 

CENTLEC (SOC) Ltd welcomes the sentence handed down by the Bloemfontein 

Magistrate Court earlier on today, 3rd of September 2025, upon two gentlemen, Mr. 

Letshela and his co-accused, for theft and vandalism of essential infrastructure and 

violation of the South African Immigration laws. 

 

The two men were arrested on the 27th of February 2025 in Bloemfontein after being 

found in possession of CENTLEC electricity transformer. On the 3rd of September 

2025, both the accused were found guilty on all counts after pleading guilty to the 

charges. They were sentenced to 10 years imprisonment on theft and vandalism of 

essential infrastructure and 6 months imprisonment on violation of the South African 

Immigration laws. Both sentences will run concurrently. 

 

In handing down the sentences, the Court highlighted seriousness of the offenses 

committed by the accused and the negative consequences for society as a result of 

their actions. As CENTLEC, we hope that the sentence meted out by the court will 

serve to discourage both the convicted individuals and the wider community from 

committing similar offenses. 

 

We would also like to congratulate the Bloemspruit police, NPA and our Security team 

for the job well done, which led to the successful conviction of the two accused 

persons. It is evident that the collaborative efforts of all stakeholders are starting to 

bear fruit. 
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We urge the community to report theft of electricity and vandalism of essential 

infrastructure at any police station or CENTLEC fraud hot line at (051) 412 2239 or 

WhatsApp: 069 726 0827 or email fraudandcorruption@centlec.co.za.   

 

-END- 

 

Issued by Communications and Marketing.  

 

Tseliso Leba 

CENTLEC Spokesperson (Acting)  

Tel: 051- 409 2228 
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