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MEDIA STATEMENT: COLLABORATION BETWEEN CENTLEC, LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES AND COMMUNITY BASED ORGANISATIONS YIELD
POSITIVE RESULTS

CENTLEC (SOC) Ltd praise the work and the collaboration between the company, the
South African Police (SAPS), Private Security companies, Neighbourhood Watchers
and the community of Mangaung in their ongoing efforts to combat cable theft and
vandalism of essential infrastructure.

The efforts by our security team working together with community based organisations
and law enforcement agencies are yielding positive results, leading to multiple arrests.
Various investigations conducted at the beginning of the weekend lead to arrests and
the recovery of stolen equipment.

The first incident was reported in the early hours of Friday, 22 August 2025, at T Section
in Botshabelo. While sleeping, a member of the community heard disturbing noises
outside her home. She then awakened her brother and together they looked outside
through the window and noticed three (3) African males busy cutting an airdac cable
(Cable used for house connections).

The matter was reported to the police. One of the suspects was positively identified and
later arrested. He is expected to appear before the Botshabelo Magistrate Court on
Monday, 25 August 2025, facing charges relating to vandalism of and tampering with
essential infrastructure. The estimated value for the stolen cable is R6,000.00.

On the same day, in Bloemfontein, the police arrested two suspects for theft and
vandalism of essential infrastructure.

While doing their normal patrols, SAPS officials spotted two individuals, dressed in
black clothing, walking along the railway tracks in James Dick street, carrying what
looked like a heavy object. The police followed the suspects until near the bridge in
Van der Merwe street. Suspects were intercepted near the Showgrounds bridge. They
were found possession of 11KV Circuit Breaker Control Magnetic and were
immediately placed under arrest.
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They are both facing charges relating to theft and tampering with essential
infrastructure. The equipment identified as CENTLEC’s property, is estimated at a
value of R 300,000.00. Both suspects remain under police custody and are expected
to appear before the Bloemfontein Magistrate court on Monday, 25 August 2025, for
bail application.

The last incident took place on Friday, 22 August 2025, at around 15H45. Our
Investigation Officer received tip off from members of the Neighbourhood Watch in the
Bloemdal area about a person spotted dragging an electricity transformer earlier that
day.

Upon investigation, one suspect was found in possession of 16mm LV copper
conductor (commonly used for earthing) in his backpack. He was positively identified
as the person who was spotted dragging a transformer earlier on that day and further
investigation linked him to another case, Park Road CAS 853/07/2025, where three (3)
suspects are already under the police custody. He will join the three (3) suspects
already arrested on the same case. The suspect is expected to appear before the
magistrate court on Monday, 25 August 2025, facing charges relating to tampering and
vandalism of essential infrastructure.

This successful internal work, coupled with collaboration with law enforcement and
community based organisation is crucial in the fight against cable theft and vandalism.

We encourage the public to report suspicious activities to the nearest police station or
alternatively contact our 24-hour Fraud Hotline at 051 412 2239, 069 726 0827 or
email: fraudandcorruption@centlec.co.za.

- END -
Issued by Communications and Marketing.
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