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MEDIA STATEMENT: JOINT OPERATION LED BY THE HAWKS UNCOVERS 

MILLIONS WORTH OF STOLEN ELECTRICITY EQUIPMENT IN BLOEMFONTEIN 

 

The recent joint operation conducted by the elite priority crime investigating team of 

the South African Police Services, The Hawks, working together with CENTLEC and 

ESKOM, made a shocking discovery which led to the recovery of suspected stolen 

equipment and cables estimated to the value R9million.  

 

The operation was conducted on Tuesday, 20 May 2025 at a plot on the outskirts of 

the Bloemfontein. The crackdown follows the court decision to grant the search warrant 

to the Serious Organized Crime Investigation detectives, who sorted the order to 

search the warehouse at one of the plots where the loot was being stored. 

Upon searching the premises, they discovered various voltage transformers, rolls of 

copper cable, and several loose items including prepaid electricity meter. Some of 

these items were positively identified by both CENTLEC and ESKOM as their property. 

This shows that the rampant scourge of theft of electricity infrastructure is widespread 

and do not only affect CENTLEC. 

As CENTLEC, we would like to take this opportunity to thank and appreciate the efforts 

of The Hawks in ensuring that essential infrastructure is well protected.  
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We urge the community of Mangaung to be more involved in this fight against theft and 

vandalism by reporting these illegal activities to the nearest police station, alternatively 

they can contact CENTLEC at (051) 412 2239 or WhatsApp: 069 726 0827 or email 

fraudandcorruption@centlec.co.za.   
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