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Our Ref.: Cable Theft Suspect Arrested in Bloemfontein

Your Ref.:

MEDIA STATEMENT: CABLE THEFT SUSPECT ARRESTED IN BLOEMFONTEIN

CENTLEC welcomes the arrest of a male individual caught in the act of cutting
electricity cable in Hamilton, Bloemfontein.

On Thursday, 17 July 2025, a direct call came through CENTLECs’ Security Control
Room alleging that one African male person has been spotted tampering with electrical
infrastructure in one of the residential areas in Bloemfontein. Security personnel were
then dispatched to go and investigate. Upon arrival, they found the suspect, Mr.
Ntenela Joel Fetha, cutting electricity cable at number 18A Hartley Street, Hamilton in
Bloemfontein.

The suspect was immediately placed under arrest and charged with tampering of
essential infrastructure, which falls under schedule 6 in terms of the Criminal Matters
Amendment Act no 18 of 2015. Fetha will appear before the Bloemfontein Magistrate
Court on the 215t of July 2025, where he is expected to apply for bail.

The electricity disruption caused by Fethas’ actions negatively impacted on the nearby
residences, businesses and industrial companies. It is our believe that the arrest of the
perpetrator will serve as deterrent and send a clear message that such criminal activity
will not be tolerated.

The Mangaung community is encouraged to actively participate in combating theft and
vandalism of essential infrastructure by reporting any related incidents to the local
police station, alternatively they can contact CENTLEC at (051) 412 2239 or
WhatsApp: 069 726 0827 or email fraudandcorruption@centlec.co.za.
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