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Your Ref.:

MEDIA STATEMENT: TWO (2) MEN CONVICTED

AND SENCTENCED TO 30

YEARS IMPRISONMENT EACH FOR THEFT AND VANDALISM OF VALUABLE
INFRASTRUCTURE BY THE BLOEMFONTEIN MAGISTRATE COURT.

CENTLEC (SOC) Ltd welcomes the conviction, and the sentence handed down by the

Bloemfontein Magistrate Court earlier on today, 14 April 2025, upon two gentlemen,

Mr. T Khosi and his co-accused, Mr. S. Molalenyane.

In November 2022, CENTLEC Security Services apprehended the two African males,

who allegedly broke into one of the substations and stole electricity panels.

During the time of arrest, the accused were found in possession of the panels, each

estimated to the value of R500 000-00. The damage caused as a result of theft of

equipment is estimated at a total value of R2,5 million. The accused were charged on

two counts, count one being damage to essential infrastructure and count two, theft of

essential infrastructure.

After a very long trial, the two accused were found guilty on both charges and

sentenced to 15 years imprisonment for each. Five years of count two (Theft of

essential infrastructure) will be served concurrently with count one. The accused are

effectively sentenced to 25 years imprisonment.
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We are pleased with the successful conviction and sentencing of the accused and our
view is that this sentencing will send a strong warning to anyone involved in the

damaging or stealing of essential infrastructure.

In terms of section 3 of the Criminal Matters Amendment Act, any person found guilty
of essential infrastructure crime such as cable theft, shall be liable on conviction to a

period of imprisonment up to 30 years.

Theft of electricity equipment and vandalism of electricity infrastructure can be reported
at any police station or CENTLEC fraud hot line at (051) 412 2239 or WhatsApp: 064

616 5574 or email fraudandcorruption@centlec.co.za.
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